Discussion Questions
Discuss patterns associated with contemporary American families. In what ways has the face of the modern family changed? What changes do you foresee are still to come for the family unit? Do you feel these changes lead to positive and negative consequences?

Generally, there are several patterns associated with contemporary American families such as married couples who may or may not have children, cohabiting couples, single parents, gay and lesbian couples and divorced parents among others. In the recent past, a lot has changed in the face of the modern family. In the traditional family, the father would work to feed the family while the mother would stay at home to take care of the family. However, this has changed in the modern family where both parents work and leave the family under the care of house helps. Another change is also the increase in the number of single parents which was not the case in the past. However I foresee more changes to still come for the family unit. For example, in nuclear families, each parent has their favorite children and I foresee that in future, a family will be living together but every child being attended by a different parent. In addition, I foresee a family unit where children will be brought up together but do not regard each other as brothers or sisters due to the differences inflicted in them by their parents. These changes may lead to either positive or negative consequences. Positively, it may lead to full concentration and maximum support and care to the child. Nevertheless, it can be negative because it will lead to a separated generation and society at large. 
Examine gender socialization in terms of the construction of gender identity. Identify the sources of gender socialization. Does one source of gender socialization have more or less influence on the outcome of one’s gender identity? Explain.

Basically, gender socialization based on construction of gender identity is the mode of upbringing of a child so that he or she may assume certain behaviors associated with a certain gender. For example, a boy is brought up in tough conditions so that he may identify his gender as a man and a girl brought up in a soothing environment. Some common sources of gender socialization include parents, teachers, peers and caregivers. These are the people who spend much time with a child to mould his or her socialization base. One source of gender socialization may have more or less influence on the outcome of one’s gender identity. This is determined by the time spend together by the two and the strength of their relationship. 
Discuss the Structural Functionalist, Symbolic Interactionist, and Social Conflict approaches and theories as they relate to religion. Which of the theories do you feel best explains the role of religion in America? Explain. 

Structural functionalism theory argues that a society is a complex system with different parts working together to promote stability and solidarity. In a different view, Symbolic interactionism theory addresses the meaning people impose on behaviors, object and events. On the other hand, social conflict considers social life as competition while focusing on the distribution of power, resources and inequality. These three theories and approaches relate to religion in that, they all focus on the society and its development in one way or another. However, structural functionalism explains the role of religion in America in a better way. The religion is mainly aimed at bringing different parts of the society together to and enhance social solidarity and stability. 
